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Court Hearing Scheduler (CHS)

CHS is a significant enhancement of the open calendaring system already in place in the Middle
District of Georgia. The current open calendaring system requires one to access seven lists
spread over three information pages in order to obtain hearing dates and times for various
motions.  With CHS it will be easy to obtain hearing dates and times for all Judges and Divisions
in one place. 

There is, however, an important change to Middle District procedures.  Most matters will now
require a Notice of Hearing to be filed along with the initial motion or pleading. This change
applies even to matters that can be granted after expiration of the notice of time to object. 

This Notice of Hearing will include:

- a specific date by which any responses to the pleading must be filed 

AS WELL AS

- a hearing date, time & location 

In other words, matters such as objections to claims, motions to avoid lien, and motions for co
debtor stay relief will be automatically placed on hearing calendars at the time the pleading is
filed.  Again, this is a significant procedure change.

You are still encouraged, however, to upload proposed orders at the same time you file your
pleading if it is likely no hearing will be necessary.  Case Managers will follow up at the
appropriate time to see if responses are actually filed. If not, proposed orders will be submitted to
Chambers for review and the matter may be taken off the calendar before the actual hearing date.  

If a response is filed, the matter will already be on a hearing calendar and will have already been
noticed to all interested parties.  In the past, notices of hearing were not filed until this point in
the process.    

The implementation date for CHS is Monday May 18. Read through the documentation that
follows, try out the program and then offer any comments you may have by contacting Fred 
Childers at 478-749-6842 or fred_childers@gamb.uscourts.gov

The CHS program is set up in the training database for review.

mailto:fred_childers@gamb.uscourts.gov
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Print this single page, finish reading the documentation, and then come back and use it as a 
navigation guide when you test the system for yourself.

Three important points:
 

-  The open calendaring system is used for Chapter 7 & Chapter 13 cases, but not 
   Chapter 11 or Chapter 12 matters.
-  Remember also that the open calendaring system should not be used for any hearing       
   expected to last longer than 15 minutes.
-  The list of events included in open calendaring is on page eight.  You will continue to 

               to contact the appropriate Courtroom Deputy or Calendar Clerk for all other matters.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To access the home page for CHS in the training database:
Go to www.gamb.uscourts.gov
Click on the   Tab.

Look for the Court Hearing Scheduler tab (CHS) and click on the Training System link.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Here are the basic instructions to obtain hearing dates & times as well as response dates.
Come back and use these instructions when you test CHS in our Training System.

1.  Enter case number, the date your pleading will be filed and click Continue.
     (A list of cases to use for testing is included at the end of the documentation).

2.  Select the appropriate event type, arrow down and click on Next.
3.  Verify the case number, Judge and Trustee are correct.
4.  Review available hearing dates & times.
5.  Does your pleading require a response date?  If so, it will appear in red just
     above the hearing dates and times.  If not, you only need to record the hearing

      date and time you select.

At this point, you can print the CHS calendar page for your records if you like.            
.  

6.  Prepare your pleading and the hearing notice.     
 7. When you docket in CM/ECF, you will be prompted to enter a response date

    (if appropriate).  Use the response due date provided through CHS.
  8.  A drop down list of hearing dates and times will also appear in CM/ECF.  Once

     again, remember to use the same date you selected through CHS.  The hearing date,
     time and location will automatically populate the final docket entry field, reducing the
     potential for errors.

http://www.gamb.uscourts.gov
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You may want to review the following examples before examining CHS on your own.

These screen shots will help familiarize you with CHS.

Example 1

Assume that you need to file a motion for relief from the stay as well as a motion for co-debtor
relief in the same case.  The first motion would not require a response due date, but the second
would.  Both matters would be placed on a hearing calendar at the time of filing.

Here is a screen shot of the first CHS calendar screen.

After clicking Continue, selecting the appropriate event, and clicking on Next,
you will see the following for a motion for relief from stay:
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Example 1 (continued)

A response date is not included with this event so you must only record the hearing date you
select.  Before you prepare and docket the motion and notice of hearing, however, review the
available hearing dates for the co- debtor stay relief motion.

Do that by clicking on the Return button at the bottom of the screen, selecting the co-debtor stay
relief event, arrow down and click on Next.

Here is what you will see.   Notice that this event does include a response date.  Notice also that
there are only two available hearing dates rather than the three dates provided for the stay relief
event.

At this point, you have several options.  First, you might elect to place both matters on the June 9
calendar.  That’s the first date that is available for both events.  You might, however, elect to
place the motion for relief from the stay on the May 27 calendar and the co-debtor stay relief on
the June 9 calendar.  Notice that the response date for the co-debtor relief is May 21.  In other
words, if no response is filed to the co-debtor relief, and if you submitted a proposed order with
your motion, it is likely that orders for both motions will be entered about the same time.  No
hearing, of course, would then be necessary for the motion for relief from co-debtor stay. 
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Once you have prepared the two motions, you will access the CM/ECF Training site to practice
this procedure.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To practice in the CM/ECF Training site,  go to  www.gamb.uscourts.gov
Once again, click on Tab

Arrow to the very bottom of the page and click on The Court’s CM/ECF Training System

Click on Middle District of Georgia - Document Filing System 

Enter your training login and password.  If you do not have a training login or have questions
about it, contact Joanna Jones at Joanna_Jones@gamb.uscourts.gov or call her at 478-749-6838.
You may also call Fred Childers at  478-749-6842.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The CM/ECF procedures for filing a motion for relief from the automatic stay are essentially the
same as before, so the instructions below do not include each step for filing.  Enhancements to
the procedure are highlighted.

You will see the following during the process:

Click to highlight and choose one of the options in the drop down list.  No hearing will be
necessary if you will be using the e-orders program to upload a proposed consent order
immediately after you file your motion. That procedure has not changed. This example, however,
is for a motion for relief from stay hearing, so the first option - “with notice of hearing” - is the
correct one. 

http://www.gamb.uscourts.gov
mailto:Joanna_Jones@gamb.uscourts.gov
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The next CM/ECF screen includes a drop down box with the same hearing dates you saw in
CHS.

Use your arrow key or mouse to highlight and select the hearing date and time from the list of
available hearing dates.  This information will automatically be a part of the final docket entry. 
The date you choose should match the date included in your notice of hearing.

Final Docket Entry
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Remember that Example 1 includes filing a motion for relief from the co-debtor stay.
Remember also that a motion for relief from co-debtor stay requires a response due date.

Here is a CM/ECF screen shot for this event.

You will enter the response date you recorded from the CHS calendar screen and once again
select the hearing date you included in your notice of hearing.  This information will
automatically be a part of the final docket entry.
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Here is a list of events currently included in the open calendaring system.

Most events do require a response date and notice of hearing.  The CHS calendar screen will
provide a response due date if appropriate.  You may want to use the CM/ECF training site to
practice docketing each event on the this list.
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Here is a list of test cases to use in the training database. 

JUDGE OFFICE CHAPTER CASE #

WALKER ALBANY 7 09-10010

WALKER ALBANY 7 09-10012

WALKER ALBANY 7 09-10013

WALKER ALBANY 7 09-10014

WALKER ALBANY 7 09-10015

WALKER ALBANY 13 09-10011

WALKER ALBANY 13 09-10016

WALKER ALBANY 13 09-10017

WALKER ALBANY 13 09-10018

WALKER ALBANY 13 09-10019

WALKER ALBANY 13 09-10020

WALKER ATHENS 7 09-30005

WALKER ATHENS 7 09-30009

WALKER ATHENS 7 09-30010

WALKER ATHENS 7 09-30011

WALKER ATHENS 7 09-30012

WALKER ATHENS 13 09-30006

WALKER ATHENS 13 09-30013

WALKER ATHENS 13 09-30014

WALKER ATHENS 13 09-30015

WALKER ATHENS 13 09-30016
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WALKER MACON 7 09-50040

WALKER MACON 7 09-50044

WALKER MACON 7 09-50045

WALKER MACON 7 09-50046

WALKER MACON 7 09-51147

WALKER MACON 13 09-50041

WALKER MACON 13 09-50048

WALKER MACON 13 09-50049

WALKER MACON 13 09-50050

WALKER MACON 13 09-50051

HERSHNER ATHENS 7 09-30007

HERSHNER ATHENS 7 09-30017

HERSHNER ATHENS 7 09-30018

HERSHNER ATHENS 7 09-30019

HERSHNER ATHENS 7 09-30020

HERSHNER ATHENS 13 09-30008

HERSHNER ATHENS 13 09-30021

HERSHNER ATHENS 13 09-30022

HERSHNER ATHENS 13 09-30023

HERSHNER ATHENS 13 09-30024

HERSHNER MACON 7 09-50042
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HERSHNER MACON 7 09-50052

HERSHNER MACON 7 09-50053

HERSHNER MACON 7 09-50054

HERSHNER MACON 7 09-50055

HERSHNER MACON 13 09-50043

HERSHNER MACON 13 09-50056

HERSHNER MACON 13 09-50057

HERSHNER MACON 13 09-50058

HERSHNER MACON 13 09-50059

LANEY COLUMBUS 7 09-40017

LANEY COLUMBUS 7 09-40019

LANEY COLUMBUS 7 09-40020

LANEY COLUMBUS 7 09-40021

LANEY COLUMBUS 7 09-40022

LANEY COLUMBUS 13 09-40018

LANEY COLUMBUS 13 09-40023

LANEY COLUMBUS 13 09-40024

LANEY COLUMBUS 13 09-40025

LANEY COLUMBUS 13 09-40026

LANEY VALDOSTA 7 09-70002

LANEY VALDOSTA 7 09-70004

LANEY VALDOSTA 7 09-70005

LANEY VALDOSTA 7 09-70006
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LANEY VALDOSTA 7 09-70007

LANEY VALDOSTA 13 09-70003

LANEY VALDOSTA 13 09-70008

LANEY VALDOSTA 13 09-70009

LANEY VALDOSTA 13 09-70010


